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Orewa Surf Lifesaving Club has been proudly serving the community for 
almost 70 years. Our history is inextricably intertwined with that of Orewa 
and the wider Hibiscus Coast. As the area has grown, so have we and 
we are now one of the largest surf lifesaving clubs in New Zealand. This 
popular piece of paradise welcomes many thousands of local, national and 
international visitors each year.
 
As guardians of the beach we pride ourselves in providing a high-quality 
volunteer life guard service to all beach goers. Our role is to ensure that 
everyone who comes to the beach enjoys their time and returns home safely. 
Since 1950 we have performed more than 1,200 rescues.   
 
Our life guards also provide additional valuable services. As well as setting 
up formal patrolled areas with red and yellow flags in the summer, our life 
guards are on call all year round and are first responders to a wide range of 
emergencies while working with other emergency services. 
 
With a strong family and youth focus we emphasise healthy lifestyles. Youth 
development and education, particularity water safety, play a large part in 
our operations.  
 
Our Clubrooms are a community hub and play host to a wide range of 
sporting and community activities. We work closely with organisations with 
the common goal of promoting a better community. The values our members 
learn as life guards help them be better people in the community.  Many go 
on to become business and community leaders outside of surf lifesaving.
 
Our Clubhouse is beyond its useful life and is no longer fit to support 
these water safety activities, community services and youth development 
programmes that locals and visitors both need and rely on.  
 

Today, I ask you to envision a future where Orewa Surf Lifesaving’s new 
home will serve as a key component of a growing and vibrant community.  
Your investment in our new Clubhouse will transform our facilities, enabling 
us to fulfil our mission to protect the community in the water.  
 
I invite you to join us on this journey towards a safer future for us all.

With gratitude,

John Chapman
President OSLSC and Campaign Chair

Building the Heart of Our Community



Imagine your child floating in the ocean, unconscious and barely breathing.

This was the nightmare a mother faced one summer at Orewa Beach. 

Only through the immediate actions of a team of lifeguards keeping watch 
from the Orewa Surf Lifesaving Clubhouse were the lives of a young girl and 
three other struggling swimmers saved that day.

A lifeguard looking through his binoculars spotted four people in distress 
at the southern end of Orewa Beach. He and five other lifeguards working 
together rescued the unconscious young swimmer within minutes. She was 
placed on oxygen, and all the other distressed swimmers were brought safely 
back to the shore. When the ambulance arrived on the scene the young girl 
had already regained consciousness and she, (along with the other rescued 
swimmers), went on to make a full recovery.
 
Both she and her mother are extremely grateful for the actions of the Orewa 
Surf Lifesaving Club lifeguards that day. Because of their actions a young 
woman is alive today. 

Saving Lives: When Every Second Counts



Our Need
The Orewa Surf Lifesaving Clubhouse was originally built in 1960 and 
catered for a much smaller membership and a narrower range of activities. 
Despite regular maintenance and ongoing and required renovations, the 
Clubhouse has passed its practical lifespan as an effective facility for Orewa 
Surf Lifesaving Club and the community. The existing building is now old 
and costly to maintain, which restricts operations and is now no longer able 
to meet the needs of beachgoers and the current membership. 

Growing Demand
Today, Orewa Surf Lifesaving Club is experiencing an unprecedented level of 
growth. As the district’s population rises – Statistics New Zealand forecasts 
a 50% increase within the next 15 years – and as tourist organisations 
continue to promote Orewa Beach as a desirable destination, more and 
more people are using the beach and Clubhouse. Unfortunately, however 
the building does not have the capacity to handle this growth.

Demand for Orewa Surf Lifesaving Club’s services are also rising. 
Membership has experienced rapid expansion, growing 300% in the past 
decade to more than 1,200 members. It is anticipated that there will be an 
ongoing annual membership growth of 10%, which will equate to 3,000 club 
members by 2025. 

Top Left: The Tent, 1950

Top Right: The Shed, 1954

Centre Left: Original Clubhouse Opening Day, 1960

Centre Right: First Extensions, 1979

Bottom: The Club Today



Building a Safer Community
It is vitally important that Orewa Surf Lifesaving Club’s services remain 
the priority, and that our facilities support lifeguards’ activities to keep all 
beachgoers safe. 

Our lifeguards patrol Orewa Beach, Wenderholm, and the wider 
Whangaparaoa Bay, volunteering more than 4,000 hours annually. On 
average, each year Orewa lifeguards rescue 20 people, render first aid to 
85 people, conduct 20 missing people searches, 800 preventative actions, 
and perform 2,500 safety interventions. Our lifeguards are constantly on call 
24/7 and respond regularly to incidents outside of normal patrolling hours 
throughout the year.

There is insufficient storage space for essential lifesaving equipment. More 
than half our equipment is stored in shipping containers or left outside 
exposed to the elements. The same applies to the limited space available 
for lifeguards which includes a lack of accommodation for those lifeguards 
who regularly stay at the Club. 

As an accessible body of water that is perceived to be safe, more and more 
inexperienced people have been attracted to Orewa Estuary. Unfortunately, 
the area has strong tidal rips and is a major hazard for beach users. The growth 
and diversity of new water craft activities has placed increased pressure on 
life saving services as well. This mix of increased beach use, inexperienced 
recreationists, and hazardous waterways can be a dangerous combination, 
which in turn can lead to an increase in the demand for lifesaving services. 

Orewa SLSC needs a new Clubhouse to help our lifeguards save lives.

Orewa SLSC needs a new Clubhouse to help our lifeguards save lives.“ ”



Building a Stronger 
Community
As a vital and vibrant part of the Orewa community, the Club supports 
locals as well as visitors. The Club is central to the coastal community and 
is actively involved in the delivery of wider community events, including the 
Orewa Santa Parade and the Orewa Beach Series. Through the use of the 
clubrooms, the Club also assists other community groups, schools, sporting 
groups and local businesses.  

To sustain this ability to encourage family involvement, to build connections 
with new community members; and to continue hosting high-calibre 
sporting and public activities, a new and improved Clubhouse is required.

Building Our Community’s 
Future
The Club actively promotes water safety, providing training in water skills for 
young children, teaching surf life saving skills to adolescents, and promoting 
fitness, teamwork, and respect for the ocean through surf sports to all youth. 
The goal of our youth leadership programmes is to develop today’s young 
people into leaders of tomorrow through mentorship, training, and service. 

Our lifeguards also volunteer at beaches all around the Auckland Region 
and we also provide water safety at a wide range of community sporting 
events, such as Weetbix Triathlons, Ocean Swims, The Beach Series and 
other events.

An updated, larger and better designed facility is necessary to provide for 
the youth in the community and support their training and development, 
both now and in the future.



Our Vision
A new Clubhouse will uniquely position the Club to lead the community 

forward, improve water safety, connect people, and develop our youth.

Together, in partnership with our lifeguards we will ensure Orewa Beach is 
as safe as possible.

With a renewed focus on supporting members we will forge stronger ties to 
the community. 

We will build facilities that will give our youth the best opportunities to 
develop their potential.

And we will create welcoming spaces for all, establishing the Club as a 
premier venue within the community.





Our Impact
The new Orewa Surf Lifesaving Clubhouse is architecturally designed to 
meet the needs of our community while delivering an aesthetically pleasing 
complex making the most of the Clubhouse’s superb position overlooking 
Orewa Beach.

A spacious building of (circa) 1,500 square metres, our Clubhouse will 
encompass: 

• Larger and more effective spaces for lifesaving amenities, including       
appropriate accommodation and changing facilities for lifeguards on 
patrol and accessible yet secure storage spaces for lifesaving equipment, 
rescue boats, and rescue vehicles 

• A new all-important lifeguard tower, incorporating medical and first aid 
facilities on the beach

• Dedicated areas for training and youth development programmes

• Community spaces including board rooms, function rooms, and 
conference facilities 

• A new iconic family restaurant and bar with alfresco dining, positioned to  
capture expansive views of the beautiful beach

• Enlarged hospitality areas for events, catering to both club members and  
the wider community

• Spaces for club operations and club meetings.

Developed in consultation with the Orewa community, club members, 
and experts in the field of community sports spaces and environmental 
preservation – including Surf Life Saving New Zealand, Auckland Council, 
and within the scope of the Orewa Reserve Management Plan – the new 
Orewa Surf Lifesaving Clubhouse will be a legacy for future generations of 
beach users in the region.

This exciting new facility will enable us to strive to achieve the following 
impacts: 

• At present the club delivers more than 4,000 volunteer lifeguard hours 
each year at Orewa and Wenderholm Beaches, but also across the 
Whangaparaoa Bay. It is envisaged that over time, lifeguards will be 
required to volunteer more hours in line with higher demand for their 
services. Longer term, lifeguards from Orewa SLSC will also be stationed 
at a number of other beaches on Whangaparaoa Peninsula.

• Continue to host the youth programme that caters for more than 300 
young people providing them with the opportunity to become young 
lifeguards and set them on the path to be the community’s next generation 
of leaders. 

• To educate more young people on water safety each year.

• Continue to educate up to 50 new lifeguards annually to add to the pool 
of already qualified lifeguards in the Auckland region.

• Partner with organisations at major community events by means of 
providing additional manpower and organisational support in conjunction 
with watching out for the safety of attendees. 

• Promote community events that encourage people to come to Orewa 
Beach emphasising the strong family aspect of such events while 
guaranteeing a safety presence for those who may swim or play in the 
sea.



“
Building Community 

Connections
“We are an Australian family new to the Orewa community. Being part of the 
Orewa Lifesaving club helped us to build friendships and develop our life 
saving skills. A wonderful new club house would provide a great meeting 

place and a place for learning and training for all our future Life guards.” 
- Orewa family 

“We moved to Silverdale in the last year and have joined Orewa Surf 
Lifesaving Club as a family. It is important to me that my children are aware 

of the dangers of the water and to get experience and skills in the water.
We have had so much fun with the club and have made some amazing 
friends too. I would recommend Surf Lifesaving to anyone that lives near the 

water!”  – Orewa family.

“We arrived at New Zealand in the winter of 2016 and were fortunate to find 
our way to the Orewa Surf Lifesaving Club. Our family’s experiences over 
the last two years have completely changed our perspectives on living near 
the ocean. The club has provided our daughter a healthy place for her and 
her friends to grow and compete in surf lifesaving. We look forward to many 
more years ahead at the Club and are excited for the opportunities provided 

by a new clubhouse.” – Orewa Lifeguard 

“Destination Orewa Beach support the Orewa Surf Lifesaving Club at every 
opportunity.  We enjoy and appreciate a mutually beneficial partnership 
across various community events and activities throughout the year. We 

look forward to this relationship strengthening in the future.” 
- Destination Orewa Beach ”



Your Opportunity to Invest
Orewa Surf Lifesaving Club is committed to raising $6.5 million to transform 
our vision of a new Clubhouse into reality.

Club lifeguards are always quick to respond with immediate urgency to a call 
for help on the beach and in the water. We ask you to respond to our call to 
make a transformational investment in the future of the community.
The Club is now seeking support from individuals, families, businesses, and 
other organisations in the region. 

We invite you to consider making a lifesaving investment in the Clubhouse 
Fundraising Campaign. We would be pleased to work with you to meet your 
specific needs as a benefactor.   

Thank you for your time and consideration. 



Contact Us
John Chapman
President OSLSC and Fundraising Campaign Chair
Orewa Surf Life Saving Club
Phone: +64 21 708 818
Email: john@stratafunding.co.nz

Zane Taylor
Chairman Building Committee
Orewa Surf Life Saving Club
Phone: +64 27 589 0210 
Email: zane_taylor@hotmail.com

Orewa Surf Life Saving Club
275 Hibiscus Coast Highway
PO Box 109, Orewa 0946
Phone: +64 9 426 5058
Email: redevelopment@orewasurfclub.co.nz
 
www.orewasurfclub.co.nz

Orewa Surf Life Saving Club Incorporated is registered with Charities 
Services, (CC26779). All donations are eligible for a tax rebate to the 
extent allowed by New Zealand law.


